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Two Letters touching the T rinity and Incarna- 
tion. T be Firſt urging the Belief of the Atha- 
naſran Creed. T he Second, an Anſwer thereto. 
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} The Fit LETTER. 


l | Loving Coufin ; 
| T'S no ſmall Trouble to me to hear you 
| -H | arc fallen imo the borrid Hereſy of the 
| Socinians and Arians, viz, to deny the 
Holy Trinity and Incarnation of our Sa- 
viour: For you commend a-primed- Sheer, - 
that is diſperſed under the Title of Brief Notes 
on the Creed of St. Arhanaſius, and: are not a- 
fraid of the Damnation which is there pro- * 


be the Great Fundamentals of . And 


Scriprure, cha an well ound wh 


Banding, a great Conceit' and Confidence of thei? trovertifts) ro ſhuc his Eyes againſt the Meri- 

" own Kneowledg, and ſuch wpardonable Immodeſty, dian Light of theſe nict ines, the 
as admits of no Excuſe : And though ſuch Perſons Foundarion of Chriſtian Religion as it is Chri- 
may be otherwiſe pious and uſeful Mex, yet there's ſian. For the Myſtery of the Trinity runs through 
uo Reaſon why they ſhould not be danmed as well it, axd gives it all the Strobes of Life and Great- 

| as devout and vertuous Jews and Heathens, neſs, - as ir from 
I always took you for 2 medeft Mar, avd natural. I beſeech you therefore, Couſin, 
one that had a great Reverence for what is retire your ſelf inro your own Heart, and (cr 
revealed in Holy Scripture. - Bur if you now our Lord Jeſus upon his Throne before your 
*1 refalve never to allow that to be the Stuſt of the Re- Eyes, and conſider what you will anſwer to 
| velation, howtver plain and- tvident the Words him, whom you have denied to be your 
art, which is not agreable to your Reaſen, but will God, and fay he is and 
| put another Senſt upon them, though never ſo forc'd that as a Mediaror he is not God-Nan, bur 
| ard violent, as in this Cotmroverſy you do; Man only 5 and concerning the Holy Ghoſt, 
ia 


hy - -* — - Ab 


*» 


'(2) 


in whoſe Name you are baptized as well as in 


to be avother Divine 


Conſider, I of the Tri- 


ny Ages the Church of Rome has maintained 
the groſs Hereſies of Tranſubſiaprigtioty and 
Idolatrous Worſhip of the Hoſt, with fhany 
perſticions 3 all which ſhew that our 


- maſs be 
tor & dia fins, ws 


- ſhalfhave their Portion with Hy 


Vertue, and 4 Man ſhall be puniſhed for the Faxtts 
the Father and the og, Jon 207 ae. Bien fog Fort Fore age jo 


av well xs ay others. Wi 


every good Chriſtian, and they thar man 
es 

Sinners. As you hearken to this alrogether 

bkecelliry Adnee, you ſhall have me, 


Your Condoling, or 


a. a _—_ 


Dear Confin z ' 
e little or 
cheir own 


has ſer up for the Con- 
dutt of Souls, are much more carneſt tq ger 


me ingaged, 


Error : Nor do they 
think rhat thereby become accountable 
before God"s Tribanal for all the Wandrings 


The ANSWER. 
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degeneraced inco P $ 
and ro make uſc of «aw own Light, rs 


ight, we are it Pofleffon thereof, and we 
muſt not ſuffer our ſelves to be deprived of 
it. \ 

I befeech you, dear Couſin, in the Name 
of God, to conſider, what when we were firſt 
delivered from the Roman Tyranny, we in- 


veighed 
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UMI 


Bread3s not a humane Body, 
and one make three? Is the Myftery of 
Chriſt's Sacramenral Body more fui 


real- and 
know that there is ſomething that is ihcom- 
prehenſible in thar Man, whom we fee born 
and dead, and that there is no ſuch thing in 
the Bread which we take and cat? AGodis 
Joined to that, ſay ye, and why notto this > 
Bur we ſee ſtill ſome Bread, wil ye veply. 
It js true, your Senſes do not deceive you : 
Bur have not the Apoſtles too ſeen with their 
Kyes, and touched with their Hands, rhe 
Man, who is called the Word of Life? and 
cheir Senſes have not deceived them, This 
5 true, whocan, doube of it 2 How ſhall we 
come off? Shall we fly to another Nature 
poſtarically united to this, which is the 
©ObjceR of our Senſes ?-Bur then the Herericks, 
who err about the y 
courſe to the ſame Shifr, ro avoid the Feſti- 
mony of rhe Senſes, Some will ſay thar the 
Senſes can judg only of the Species which re- 
main in the Sacrament ; Some, that there is 
an inviſible ObjeQ in the Bread, which is the 
glorious Body of Chriſt ; Some rhart there is 
an hypoſtarical Union of. char Bread with 
the erernal Word, which raiſes the Myſtery 
{o much above our Reaſon, rhat it loſes there- 
by the Right and Liberty of. judging thereof, 
2nd lics under the Neceflity of fubmirring ta 
the Authoriry of the Revelation, which is 
. Ccar upon this Point; for it ſays, Thc # my 


- | 
notwichſtanding the Evidence of the lice- 
Senſe of the Scripture, which is on her 


fide z,whar Raſhneſs will ir nor be to incer- 


of God, and becauſe you have no expreſs, 
Texts of the ſame Scripture wherein the Sa- 
cramenta] Bread is called the Figure of. 
Chriſt's Body. Now neither in my Propoſi- 
tionnor in yours, the Image cannot be the 
Original. As the Bread hath but a Confor- 
mity of Qualities with Chriſt's mo not 
the ſame Qualiries,, and the ſame Subſtance : 
Thus Chriſt, as he is the Image of God, can- 
not have the ſame Qualities nor the ſame Na+ 
ture wich God : He only hath the Impreſly 
on of the Divine Subſtance, which God hath 
communicared to him, by honouring him 
with his UnRion, bearing Teſtimony to him, 
and crowning him with Glory as a Reward of 
his Sufferings ; Becauſe be bumbled bimſelf bs 

the 
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thi Drath of the Croſs, therefore the F ather bath 
bighty exalted bias, and bath given bim a Name 
which is above every Name, Now if Chriſt 
hath been digni with that high.Name, 
by reaſon of his Obedience and Vere, ir 
follows from thence, that he had ir not by 
the Priviledg of his eternal Generation : 
For if ſo, the pompous Deſcription of Chriſt's 
Elevation ſet down in the Goſpel would be 
bur.a Shew.and mere Pageancry. : 
Therefore, dear Coufin,. if you find in 
thoſe clear Texts of the Soriprure the true 
Reaſon of Chriſt's being called God; believe 
me, do nor ferch any other from the extra- 
vagant Notions of the Arhanafian Creed, 
wherein neirher you nor I can. apprehend 
any thing, except we a nothing, 
Notwithſtanding you are ſa bold as to pro- 
nounce againſt me a Senrence of Damnation 
upon the Words of that doting Writer, (who 
was not. Athanaſfins) and even to damn all 
thoſe who. will give no Credit to his Ravi 
let. them. be never fo pious and charitable, 
O ſtrange Prejudice of Men! As for me i'le 
make bold likewiſe to tell you, that how 
falfe and ill grounded ſoever the Afurance of 
Salyation may be, which that Author. pro- 
miſes ro thoſe that believe his Viſions, it is 
yer more falſe, rhat rhoſe Chriſtians 
who refuſe to believe rhem, ſhall be damned. 
For there is nothing more certain and clear 
m the Goſpel than this, viz,. Thatall honeſt 
and pious Men ſhall be faved, and that all 
thoſe, who ſhall be aved, will be ſaved with- 
out believing the curious Myſter 
pretended Athanafius, Do bur peruſe all the 
Evangelical Promiſes, and loak if you can 
find any one that promiſes Salvation to thoſe 
who believe the Unity in Triaity, and the Trini- 
ty is Vnity ; I can ſhew you a chouſand which 
make Salyation ſure ro Piety, or to a Faith 
inconſiſtent. with the , Faith of Athanaſis. 
What Guide ſhall we then follow, this Creed 
which ſays, That whoſorzer will be ſaved, ought 
to belitve three Divine Perſons, and one Diviat 
Effexce, or Criſt, who aſſures us, that «mal 
Liſe confifts in ackhnowltdging his. Father the only 
trat God, and bimſelf Chrift Jeſus to by be whow 


ies of the » 


the Father hath ſent, thac is co ſay, the MeT:- 
as? What Creed ſhall we pirch upon to te 
the Badg of our Chriſtianity, cither rhe 
new 'ones, which ſpeak of God the Father, 
God the San, and God the Healy Ghoſt, as three 
equal Pſons,. or the ancient Creed of the 
univerſal.Church, commonly called che Apo- 
ſtles Creed, which only ſpeaks of God the 
Father, Feſus Chriſt bis Son, and the Holy 
Gboſft, wichour- giving the Title cf God ro 
theſe two laſt ? and which expreſly aſcriving 
to the Father the Arrributes of the Godhead, 
of Almighty, Mabrr of Heaven and Earth; a- 
ſcribes only ro the- Son chat which is only 
conſiſtent with a Man, and cannot be aſcribed 
ro the ſupream God without Blaſphemy, 272. 
That be was conceived, born, died, was buried, 
and raiſad ? 

Now: as its not the Language of the Apo» 
ſtles Creed, co ſay, God che Facher, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt ; ſo ic is nei- 
ther the Srile of the Scziprure, which never 
gives. the Title of. God to Chriſt, when ir 
joins him with the Farher, in thoſe Places 
wherein it ſets before us the Objeas of our 
Knowledg and Worſhip, and makes, as ir 
were, a kind of Form. os Confeſhon of ' 
Faith. The Reaſon of ir is this, Chrift is 
God with Ref to the Empire which he 
hath received from God over the new Crea- 
tures, which he hath taken ous of the Chaos 
of Sin, and governs by his Father's Power: 
Bur with Reſpe ro God his Farther, he is on- 
ly the Miniſter of his Will, his Meſſenges, 
and is. at moſt called the Loyd, which 1s a 
Term of Inferiority in the New Teſtamenx;. 
ro denote him. whom che Father hath mace 
his Licurenane, who hath received his Em- 
pire from anocher, and is to deliver ir to hirs,. 
that intruſted him with ir 3 God, ſay the Ho-- 
ly Apoſtles, baviag made him Lord and Chrift. 
According to this Rule, which the Scripture 
exactly follows, it doth nor only deny the 
Title of God ro Chiſt in the Abridgments of 
Faith which it affords; bur ic is wont to a-- 
ſcribe ur only to the Father. excluſively af 
the Son, ſaying expreſly, thas tve Father is- 
the only true God, and. the San the anly Lord, 5, 

altca. 
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efcen 25 ir pars togerher thoſe two Objeds of 
our Fajch. And tn this remarkable Oppofi- 
tion 1r 45 rhat we are to look for .the rrae 
Senſe of the Scri aboar this Myſtery ; 
not in choſe other wherein it doth noc 
_ che ame ExaQtneſs. youu dear Cou- 
;n, I intreat you if you are a true 
Lover of Truth, A. to conſider choſe 
Texts of rhe Gofpel upon which my Remark 
is grounded. Thi & Lift eternal, ſays Chrift 
ro his Father, t> know Thee the only true God, 
und Chrift whom thou haſt font, But tv 
us, St. Pawl, Thert is but one Gol, the F2- 
ther fnhes «re all things; and one Lord Feſws 
Chriſt, by whom art all things ; and we by bim, 
One God, fays the ſame Apoſtle, aw ove Me- 
diator between God nd Men, the Men Chrift Te- 
ſus, Whereis the Trinirarian, who on fach 
en occaſion would not ſay, One God, the Father, 
the Son, nent on f— yer there is no 
mention made of the Holy Ghoſt ; and as for 
'the Son he bears only the Title of ſent, Lord 
and Adiator, that of God being norer all 
beſtowed upon him im thoſe Places? Who 
5 the Trinirarian that would not fay on the 
laſt cited Place, :Oxt God, and wit Aﬀeciatur be- 
wee God and Men, Chrift Gol-men 2 Burt 
God-man is too barbarous an Exprefſion, wad 
the Holy Ghoſt is reo wife to make ſuch a 
"ConjunRtion. Laſthy, whois the Trinirarien, 
who would call che Farher, the only God, the 
only Dues God, 'to diſtinguiſh him from che 


Son, by cppongGet wo Man, the only God 
26 the only Lord and Mediator, in a Word, 
rhe Father © the Son, and one Perfon to a 
nother ? Dothey nor pretend that the Father 
cannot be called rhe only true God, but by 

jon to the falſe Gods of the Hea- 
-chens ? But the Holy Apoftle doth nor only 
oppoſe him te the Tdols of che Pagans, as 
rhe crue one to the falſe ones, but ro the 
only Lord, whom Chriſtians "—_ 
inaſmuch as God by Excellence, God by 
himſelf, is oppoſed ro the inferior and ſub- 
-oordinare Gods, whom he hath made fach 
-our of his Grace and Liberality, 7 ſaid, ye are 
Gods: But to ws, fays the Holy —_— ro 
us Chriſtians, there # but -one God the Father, 


and ow Ld Fiſue Chriſt : Two ObjeRs of our 
Faich realty diftinguiſhed ; the one by the 
Name of oz? only God, the other by the Title 
of one only Lord, From ' whence ir follp 

as 1 have already ſaid, thar Chriſt indeed 
is God, or rather a God, if conſidered as the 
Head of all the new Creatures, which God 
hech fubje&ed co his Empire 3 bur when 


the true and ſi God 
efickes him rhuſt falland diſappear. 

You accuſe me of wreſting the Scriprure, 

yer you ſee how 1 have brought you rcorhe 

of a hard Senſe it, af 

you will mainrain your The 

Text that 1alledg ro you are clear and for- 


and you cannot avoid the Strength of 


cat thnon, 6 200d 9 geen 
-God, and the fupreme God a Man ) this 


rhe Queſtion Chriſt's Divinity 
was decitted 'by binfelf before rhe Jews, who 
accuſed him rtar-bemga Man, he ——" 

| clf 
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Deciſion, and at 
fame time fo farourable ro theſe you call 
how do you - make ' fhife ? Yon 
that Chriſt ſpake only according eo the 


wy 
5 
o 


Yer arthe ſame rime that you return 
is curious Apfwer, which fappoſes chat jt 
for the Jews, that Chrift ſhonſd 
them, tharhe was «4 God t, you 
Qbjce&tion cake out of the ſame Dif- 
of Chriſt, — chat 
the Jews he was God by Nature, when 
Op ynttyrdrnrr+ — on 
you 1 upon to prove the Unity 
|Thks 1.all your £%ſ ans editr 
mom Tear of 3. fan's Golpeh, wherein 
mou Text , s G , whereti 
Chriſt makes ot | : 


Face 


+ 


1.1.1 


- 
F 
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as to make uſe of rhis in your 


make ſhift as well as you can. 
your Orthodox Tranſlations 
fameLiberey, neither the La- 
nor the Engliſh, nor the French, nor 
German, nor the Dutch, &s. AndIam 
fure thar if you would undertake a new 


Tranſlation, you-have till —— 


F 


FF 
Iv 


ro 
of 
che 


24 


. notto fly ro ſo ſhamefulan Exrremiry, 


ly, (for 1 ſhould never kave done, were I 


willing to inſiſt upon every thing) when 
one ſhews you in the 13th Chapterof Sr. 
Mark, chat Chriſt is not the moſt high God, 
fince he was ignorant of che Day of Judg- 
ment, (for God knows all things) of that 
Dey, ſays Chrift, no Man bnoweth it, not the 
Son, but the Father only. In anfiver to this 
unanſwerable A put intoChriſt's 
Mouth « Peſaitic wroocatien, rending 
his meaning was, that he hs han 
Afar, though he knew ir well «s God, This 
I call þ hs, ap and Blaſphemy, Methinks, 
dear Couſin, you fhould bluſh to impure to 
Chrift a mental Reſervarion, which you (© 
much dereſt im the Priefts of the Church of 


Rome. Read Dr. Stillingffer in his Sermon 


upon Matth. 10. 16. pag. 31, 32. The com- 
mon Anſwer, ſays he, (ſpeaking of thoſe 
Priefts Equivocations) is, That is Confeſſion 
the Prieſt doth not know as Mai, but as God, 
and therefore when be is ashed any thing as a 
Men, he may deny what be bnows as God, Bute 
the Doftor ſhews the Folly and Abſurdiry 
of chis Anſwer, * Becauſe, ſays he, this 
———_ Ar w_ way pens ns for ro 
C oth not , is as much as to ſay, 
© hedeth wt ag wer brow it, which is fate. 
© if he doch know it in any Capacity, becauſe 
© he knows it as 4 Prieft, and as ſuch he is. 
© not God, but Man. Give me leave there- 
fore to look upon the Words you pur into 
the Mouth of Chriſt, who is Truch ir (elf, 
as an Impiery and a Folly. He doth not brow 
it, Fix chart doth not any way bnow it, 
which is falfe, if he knows it is any Capacity. 
Furthermore, it is falſe, chat he doth not 
know it as Maz, fince he knows it 4s Media- 
tor, and as ſuch he is not only God, but God 
and Man, ſay you. This is a Pattern of your 
unnatural Explications.. I paſs by a. great 
many others, to be ſhort. 

For the ſame Reaſon, I will only ander- 
rake to overthrow the two Fowndations of your 
Myſteries; which being done, nocking re- 
mains to build your Faich upon. The one is 
the eternal Gentration, and the ocher the. Incar- 
nation or the Union of the two Natures.. To 
begin wich che erernal Generartiob ; it is no. 

difficulc 


difficule thing ro demonſtrate to you, that ic 
*hach no ground in the Scriprure. For fora(- 
-much as Chriſt, as you ſay, is God only up- 
_ _— - ing begotten of God, 
or Ecing the Son of God, we have . nothing. to 
do bur to conſult the fame Scripture, to ſee 
upon what grounds the Title of Sono God 
beſtowed upon, Chriſt is founded chercin. 
And if among thoſe Reaſons alledged by it, 
that of an erernal Generation is not co be 
found, ir will necefſarily follow, that ſuch 
A Generation is. the Invention of your Tea- 


<chers. Lage by, if you will, that fa- 
mous Place, wherein rhe grounds the 
Title of Son of God upon the miraculous 


Conteption of our Saviour in the Womb of 
a Virgin by the Power of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
The Holy Ghoſt, ſi. he ro the Virgin, ſhall 
come upon thee, the Power of the Kigheſt 
ball ovirſhadow ther, therefore that boly thing that 
{hl be born of thee, ſhall be called the Son of God, 
Axain, let us omic that remarkable Paſlage, 
wierein Chriſt derives his Tile of Son of 
God from his Union and Heavenly Com- 
miſfion, Say ye that I blaſpheme whom the Fa- 
ther bath ſanitified and ſent into the World, bt- 
cauſe I ſaid, I am the Son of God ? Ir ſeems to 
me impoſſible ro find rwo Cauſes or two Rea- 
ſons of Chriſt's being che Son of God, more 
clear and expreſs rhan theſe two z becauſe he 
was conceived by the Holy Ghoſt in the 
Womb of a Virgin, and becauſe che Facher 
hath ſanRified him, and. ſent him into che 
World. However I will not infiſt upon 
them, to ſtay the longer upon thoſe, in 
which che Word to begtt is expreſly. ſer 
down, I know bur three Texts belunging 
ro this Subjet : The firſt is in Adﬀs 13, 

3. where ir is ſaid, thar God hath begorren 
fi Son by raifing him from the dead ; God, 
ſays the Apoſtle, hath fulfilled the Promiſe unto 
x4, in that bt bath raiſed up Jeſus again; as it 
is alſo written in the ſecmd Pſalm, Thou art my 
Son, this Day have I begotten thee, The ſe- 


cond, Heb. 5. 5. where it is expreſly ſer 
down, that God hach begotten his Son, by 
making him his High-Prieſt : Chriſt, ſays the 
Apoſtle, glorified not himſelf to be mage an 
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ſingle Text of Scripture, wherein the ecer- 
expreſly contained, and is 

che qo agen: of Chriſt's being called the 
Son of God. If there is any, you willdo 
me a Kindneſs ro let me know it. Till-this 
be done, I ought ro acknowledg no other Ge- 
peracion, but what the Scripture teaches, in 
thoſe clear and expreſs Texts which 1 have 
ciced, Hereupon I will acquaint you with 
an Obſervarion, for which 1 am ro 
a learned Man, viz. Thar there is z' vaſt Diffe- 
rence beryeen the manner of che Father's 
ſpeaking of Chriſt's Divinity, and chat of che 
Apoſtles. The farſt ferch'd his Original from 
I know not what Generation, which was 
made in the Beginning of the World: it is 
almoſt che only Generation ( of by 
chem, and: their Plaronick Scile always runs 
thac way. - On the contrary, the laſt ſhew 
the Source of it 1n his miraculous Birch, eſpe- 
cially in his Reſurreion and Exalration. 
Hence it is that Chriſt never called 
himſelf God, whilſt he had bur a Glimpſe 
of his furure Glory 3 yer che Apoſtles made 
no Scruple to honour him with chat glorious 
Ticle, when chey (aw him crowneil with, his 
higheſt Glory & Honour.Now that Difference 
in creating of che ſame Doftrine, which is to be 
ſeen berween che ſacred Writers and your 
Teachers, is a material one, and ought to 
convince you, that they had 'not _ 
the 
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the ſame Principles, as your Church pre- 
tends, This Obſervation concern- 
ing the Fathers, is ſufficient ro make me 
their Teſtimony, and look 
them as no good Interpreters of the Scrip- 
ture, and unfaichful Guardians of Traditi- 
ON, 

I come now to the Incarnation or the Union 
of ewo Natures, You muſt confe6, dear 
Couſin, that if we can from any Place learn 
ns po Neares Gui, ir 
is "ping y Rom, 1, 3. W is 
called the San of David ecording to the Fleſh, 
and the Sou of God according to the Spirit of Ho- 
lines, by the Reſurreion jrom the Dead, Here 
is the San of David and the Son of God, the 
Fleſh and the Spirit, or the Word. Yer this 
Text is ſo far from proving rwo Narures in 
Ctviſt, ſuch mp 

Argument can a- 
In you, to confure that fooliſh and ab- 
urd DiſtinRion, and the cleareſt Commen- 
tary we have, to explain che other 
which ſpeak of Chriſt asa Man anda God, 
To be convinced of the Truth of this Aﬀer- 
tion, you need only compare together the 
23d, 28th and 2gth Verſes of the 4th to che 
Galatians : The Apoſtle fays, that I/nat! was 
born according to the Fleſh, or that he was the 
Son of Abraham according to the Fleſh, that 
is, according rs che ordinary Courſe of Na- 
we; bur that Ia; was born according to the 
Spirit, or by a miraculous Birth, thar is, he 
was not ſo much che Son of Abraham, as the 
Son and Heir of the Divine Promiſe, This 
is granted by all, Now according to St. 
Paal's Scile, it is plain chat Chriſt is the Sox 
9 Os eng to the Fleſh, that is, ac- 


to the Spirit, viz. according 


miſe, which God had made to the Patri- 
archs. According to the Spirit, can therefore 
ſignify only by the Diuize Power, by his mi- 
raculous Birth and RefurreRian : Which 
plainly (hews chat che Diſtin&ion of two Na- 
rures, in the Senſe you rake rhem, is a mere 
Fancy 3 becauſe the erernal Generation 1s 
not at all mentioned by che Apoſtle in his 
Oppoſition berween the Son of Davis and 
the Son of God, the Fleſh and the Spirir, 
the Humanity and the Divinity of Chriſt ; 
and becauſe, ſpeaking of chote rwo Natures, 
raken in a right Seae, he (ays, that Chriſt 
did parrake of this laſt, when he was con- 


ſticured the Son of God, not by an crernal 
Generation, bur a Divine ihcarian, and 
the Virrye of his ReſurreRion. 


From what hach been (aid, it doth plainly 
appear, dear Coulin, that thoſe are truly 
Heritichs, who foriake the Simplicicy and 
Purity of the Scripture, ro coin Myſteries 
unknown to that Divine Revelation : Un- 
known, I ſay, as « ts evidene from che new 
Words that have been coined to 


by all 


Effet of bumane 


ly ſhew, chat 
pes mes wr by St. Paul, you do at 
nor only againſt your own Conſcience, bur 
againſt che Defign of the Holy Ghoſt : Sce- 
can never ſpear differemly from 
um, bur you muſt perceive ar rhe ame 
time, chat you chink difierendy, and by 
changing his Words, altcr his Novions 0. 
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It is ancaſy thing to change a DoQrine by 
the Help of a new Word, eſpecially when 
to this new Word another is added, and 
che Explication thereof extended as far as 
poſſible, as Councils commonly do, who un- 
der Prerence of clearing Truth to irs higheſt 
degree of Evidence, do fo far depart from 
ics Simpliciry, char they quite loſe the ſighr 
of ic: ſo that it may be ſaid, that afrer ſo 
many new Pieces have been borrowed and 
fewed to that firſt Garmene, ir hach loſt irs 
Form and Colour, and is no more the ſame 
Cloth. Burt leſt you ſhould ſay, that ir is 
ftill che fame DoRrine, expreſſed ſeyeral 
ways, I ſhall prove the contrary in few 
Words, Obſerve therefore, (dear Couſin) 
that when the Scripture or the Creed of the 
Apoſtles, (which is for the moſt part made 
up of ſcriprural Terms) fers down any Ca- 
pital Do&rine, ir makes uſe of ſo plain and 
rmncelligible Terms,cither proper or merapho- 
rical, that they w be underſtood by all 
Men. None can be deceived by them, it he 
is ſmcere: For Example, when the Apo- 
ſtles Creed ſays, that there is an Almighty 
God, Maker of Heaven and Earth ; that that 
moſt high God hath a Sen, who was conceived 
by the Holy Ghoſt, was born, dizd, was raiſed 
from the Dead, 8c. any one preſently appre- 
hends with the whole Catholick Church, 
what is an Almighty God, Creator of all 
things ; and what is a Son of God, who is 
his only Son, betauſe none bur he hacha 
Virgin for his Mother, and God for his Fa- 
ther; what it is to be born, to die, and ro 
be raiſed from rhe dead, and ſuch other 
Terms, whereby the Do&rines of our Reli- 

jon are ex » There is no Diſpute a- 
_—roy becauſe all Chriſtians have the 
fame Notions of them : ſo that the Here- 
ticks who rejeted the DoArines contained 
in chem, were forced to rejet thoſe Scrip- 
rures, wherein they were mentioned. Bur 
pray how dare you pretend that the Terms 
which you have contrived, were contrived 
eo ſignify the ſame things, ſeeing rhey are 
not commonly uſed by Men, being all taken 
eur of Philoſophy ? - Beſides, their Significa- 


tion is _ ro ſo many Cungs and Alrera- 
tions, that ſomerimes ify one thing, 
and ſomerimes pong, <p ſo rrue, 
that the very Men of that Age in which 
they were coined, could not about 
their natural Meaning, one Dotior taking 
the Word Hypeſtafis for that we call « Perſon, 
and another for that which we” call « Sub- 
ſtance; one Council —_— the Word Cor- 
ſubſtantial as favouring , and the other 
looking upon it as a Word fit to confure ir, 
Whar may be the Reaſon, that when the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt ſpeaks, his Words are ſo popular 
and ſo clear, rhat reaſonable Men cannot mifſ- 
take the meaning of them ? How comes ir 
to paſs, that there is no Diſpute a Men 
concerning theſe Words, Son of Goa, who 
was conceived of the Holy Ghoſt, was born, di. 
ed, &c? But when Men ſpeak, andiintro- 
duce a Son conſubſtantial with the Father, be. 
gotten, not made, &c, ſome do not under. 
ſtand chem ar all, ler chem be never fo rea- 
ſonable 3 ſome, rhough very teachable, can- 
not endure ſuch a Language 3 and ſome diſ- 
agree about their meani every 
one of them conſiders it with a good Inten- 
tion, and in che Fear of God, You need bur 


conſule your Divizes hereupon 3; ſome by + 


three Perſons underſtand three Relations ; ſome, 
three Capacities ; ſome, three Minds z ſome, three 
Somewhats ; and ſome,three individual Natures, 
as Ptter, James, and Joby, The Reaſon of 
char Difference is obvious and plain :. The 
Holy Ghoſt ſers before us the Divine Revela- 
tion full of Wiſdom, and accommodated to 
our Knowledg, and he fixes popular Notions 
ro his Terms : But Men join to their Words 
remote, abſtruſe and metaphyſical Ideas, and 
—_ ſuch an unnatural Senſe updn the 
Word of God, that even when they uſe it, 
i is only to defend their fooliſh and extrava- 
gant Fancies, 

Do not tell me that it was wiſely done by 
the Church, to coin choſe new Words, that 
the Senſe of the Scripture might be fixed 
thereby, and the Liberty of Herericks ſtop'd. 
So pitiful an Excuſe doth nor juſtify your 
Raſhacks, it only. juſtifics che Innocence By 


—_ 
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the pretended Hereticks, For what could 
hinder thoſe Hereticks, whom you accuſt of wreſt- 
ing the Scripture, to ſe the ſame Subtilty, in or- 
der to the eluding of thoſe new Tirms, which you 
will have them to ſubſcribe to ? They could caſi- 
ly do it, by putting upon them ſuch a Senſe 
as would not be prejudicial to their Opini- 
ons, However this very thing, wiz, their 
refuſing to ſubmir ro choſe new Impoſttions, 
is an undeniable Argument of their Sinceri- 
ty : and if they cannot be brought, though 
in order to the ſaving of their Lives and 
Eſtares, to put an unnatural Senſe upon 
Mens Words, which they deſpiſe 3 much leſs 
will chey wreſt che Senſe of God's Word, to 


which they pay the greateſt Reverence. From 
whence it Films, dear Couſin, that you 
your ſelf are a Heretick : I am ſorry to tell 
you ſo, bur you force me ro it, I have yer 
ſomething more to ſay to you, give me leave 
to ſpeak it out; for I do impart my Thoughts 
to you not in Anger, but with a Defire of 
making you more attentive to thoſe things, 
in which your Salvation is ſo much concern- 
ed, I mean that you run the Danger of be- 
ing one of thoſe Antichriſts ſpoken of by Sr. 

. when he ſays, that whoſoever doth not 
confeſs that Chriſt, who came in the Fleſh, (for 
thus ir muſt be rendred). the ſame is Anti- 
cbriftY, For firſt, ſince Chriſt ſignifies Anoint- 
ed, an Antichriſt is one that is an Enemy to 
the Lord Chriſt's Anointing. Now do nor 
you deſtroy that Divine Un&ion, pretending 
chat Chriſt is the Son of God by an eternal 
Generation, which makes him uncapable of 
UnRjon or Exaltation, and overchrows that 
Fundamental Truth, viz. that God made him 
Lord and Chriſt ? Secondly, fince to come in 
the Fleſh, ſignifies ro come not like a conquer - 
ing Prince, bur like a Man of Sorrows, do 
not you deſtroy bis Fleſh and Sufferings, pre- 
tending on one hand, that he is the moſs bigh 
God, who can richer be born, nor die; and 
on the other affirming, that Chriſt hath nor 
the proper Perſonality of a Man, bur the boy- 
rowed Perſonality of che erernal Word? fo 
that according to your Notions, the Holy 
Virgia did not bring forth a Man, but an bu 
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mae Natut ; the Jews have not crucified a 

Man, but an Humanity, An humane Nature 

is but an Ens rations, and a mere Fancy: an 

Humaniry can neither be born, nor dic, nor 

be raiſed ; which overthrows the firſt Arti- 

cles of the Chriſtian Faith, and may con- 

vince you of mere Antichrifttaniſm, For my 

part, dear Coufin, I can boaſt, Thanks be 

ro God, of a contrary Chara&er, viz. that 

he that conſeſſeth that Feſus, who came is the 

Fleſh, is Chriſt, is born of God, For I do not 
believe him ro be the moſt high God, who 
can neicher be born, nor die ; bur I believe 
he is « Man libe unto us in all things, Sin tx- 
cepted, who died for our Sins, and was raiſed 
for our Juſtification, I confeſs at the ſame 
time, that —_— the Lord, to the Glory of 
God the Father, who hath bighly exalted bim, and 
given bim Power, Might, Honor and Glory, TI 
am amazed ro ſce that inſtead of building 
your Faith upon the Rock of that ſolid Con- 
teſſion, you will by all means found ic upon 
ſuch Dofrines as have no Influence upon 
Pratice, What Advantage is it to your Re- 
ligion to reckon three Almighty and three Incom- 
prehenſible Ones, as ObjeRts of Confidence and 
Worſhip? Is —_ _ of more or 
leſs? Is cne the richer for having ten thou- 
ſand, than one only infinite ? Bur to believe 
the only ail good, wiſe, juſt and Almighty 
God was pleaſed to manifeſt himſelf ro us 
by his Afeſſizs, who is the Propher that de- 
clares his Will ro us, the King who engages 
himſelf to fulfil his Promiſes, and the faith- 
ful and merciful High-Prieſt, who can be 
rouched wich the feeling of our Infirmi- 
ties : This, I fay, is the Notion of a moſt 
wiſe Religion, which contains a great many 
DoQrines, wherewith che Mind is cnlightned, 
and the Heart moved, a firm Support to our 
Faith, a ſolid Foundation ro our Ho and 
a thouſand Encouragements to Holineſs of 
Life. I exhort you, dear Couſin, toa f(eri- 
ous Conſideration of ſo ſimple, bur fo rich a 
Religion. Do ir wich an honeſt and ſincere 
Hearr, and 1 m by God's Grace; that ſo 
great a Light will ſcacrer che Miſt that ſur» 
rounds you, and help you to overcome the 
B 2 Pro 
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Prejudices of a Party. For it is to be pre- 
ſumed thar rhey are on your fide; and one 
that owes his Religion ro his Birth and Edu- 
cation, ought always ro miſtruſt them. You 
are already gone a great way, adopring St. 
Angiſtin's Maxim, vi, That whattuer Exprefſi- 
0n of the Scripture ſeems to command a Crime, 
muſt needs be figurative. Go on and be ſure, 
char any Expreflion of the Scripture, which 
ſeems to require the Belief of an Abſurdiry 
and a Comradi&tton, muſt needs be figura- 
tive, The Reaſon is rhe fame, for if the 
Scripture cannot require of you any thing 


FR — 


that is contrary to the narnral Notions you 
have of Piety ; for Example, to ear humane 
Fleſh ; it can neither impoſe upon your Be- 
lief any thmg that is contrary to your natu- 
ral Ideas of Truth; as fox Example, Thar a 
Man who dies 1s the living and immortal 
God. I leave it to your Confideration, re- 
commending you to God, and the Word 
of his Grace, I am, 


Dear Coufin, 


Yours, &c. 


POSTLS 


Dear Couſin ; 


Frer a ſecond Reading of your Let- 
ter, I have obſerved ſome Frag- 
menrs of the Writings of your 

Teachers, which you rook the Pains to 
rranfcribe, and upon which you ſeem to rely 
much as upon good Aurhorities, I ſhall cell 
you, thar ſeveral of your Teachers have 
over-ſtrained rhe Matter, and that a modeſt 
Man ought not to depend upon their Ex- 
preflions, Some others have been fo in- 
conſtant in their Judgment concerning Here- 
ricks, thar rhey have blown hot and cold 
with the ſame Mouth, according to the ſe - 
veral Circumſtances they have been in. 
However we need only, in oppoſition ro 
them, to conſider the Teſtimony of ſome 
more wife and moderate Divines, whoſe 
Names areno leſs eminent and reſpefed in 
the Church of God. Theſe are fo far from 
damning devout Chriſtians that are in Error, 
that they will not damn devout and virtuous 
Jews and Heathens, Do but read the Chriſti- 
an Life, Vol. 3.p.2. wherein Dr. Scot tells 
you, that fo live according to mere natural Rea- 
fon, us all tiat God expetts from thoſe to whom 
Chriftianity bath nevtr been propoſed : and as for 
thoſe ro whom it hath been ſufficiently pro- 
poſed, he lays upon them no other Obliga- 


ERIPTH. 


tions, but thoſe wherewich Chrift hath 
ſtrengthned natural Religion. * Since Chri- 
* ſtianiry, ſays he, hath improved che-Duries 
© of natural Religion upon new Principles, 
© and inforced them with new Obligariors 3 
©ro render our Piety and Verrtue ſtritly and 
C Pe Chriſtian, ir is neceſſary that we 
© ſhould receive thoſe new Principles, and 
* aR according to thoſe new Obligations. Bur 
leſt you ſhould diſpute about rhoſe Princt- 
ples and Obligations, which che Goſpel adds 
to natural Religion; I ſhall abridg this Diſ- 
pure by a fine Place taken our of the Deſzgn of 
Chriſtianity : The pious Author of that excel- 
lent Book ſays, (p. 236.) that if one would 
be ſure that one keeps che Foundation of 
Chriſtianity, aud is in no damnable Error, he 
muſt examine himſelf thus : * Am I fincere- 
<ly willing to obey my Creator and Redeem- 
©er inall chings commanded by them? Bo 
© 7 entertain and harbour no, Luſt in my 
© Breaſt? Do Iheartily indeavour to have a 
© right Underſtanding of the Holy Scriptures, 
*and chietly of the Goſpel, and to know 
©\vhart Do&rines are delivered there, in ore 
©der to the bertering of my Soul by them, 
©and che Direftion of my Life and Aftions 
$ according to them? If we can anſwer thoſe 


* Queſtions 


UMI 


S:» 


© Queſtions in the Affirmative, (who can 
© doubt but all po ws Herttichs may do it ) what- 
© ſoever Miſtakes we may labour under, they 
© can be none of them ſuch as will undo our 
© Souls, becauſe we ſhall have Cauſe to con- 
© clude from chence, that the Defign of Chri- 
© ſtjaniry is in ſome meaſure effefted in us: 
* And whatſoever Tenets may be accompa- 
* nied and conſiſt with the truc Love of God, 
© and a ſollicirous Care to keep a Conſcience 
© void of Offence towards him and Men, we 
© may be certain that they belong nor to the 
* Caralogue of fundamencal Errors. This 
© obedient Temper is the moſt infallible Mark 
© of an Orthadex Man ; he that is endowed 
* with it, though he may err, cannot be an 
* Heretich, If I was as bold as you, dear 
Couſin, I would apply ro you 2 fine Paſſage 
of our worthy Arch-Biſbop of Canterbioy, 10 
his Sermon upon Lake 10. 42. wherein he 
blames che { of thoſe, who like you 
dare cenſure Error and Hereſy in ocrhers, 
whilſt chey themſelves do nor think of caring 
thoſe Laſts, Vices and Paſſions, which jo viſibly 
reign in them, Bux I ſhall only cite that gene- 
ral Refle&tion of his concerning thoſe pre- 
tended Orthodox. Deluded People, ſays he, 
that do not conſider that the greateſs Herefy in the 
World is a wicked Liſt; becauſe it 14 ſo diviftly 
and ſo fundamentally oppoſite ro the whole Deſign 
of the Chriſtian Faith and Religion, and that 
God will ſooner forgire a Man an bandred Defects 
of his Underſtanding, than one Fault of bis Will, 
And to ſhew you 1n one Word, that 
when you attribuce Jumedeſty, Wantonneſs and 
Pride to Hereticks, you a&t againſt the Spirir 
of your Church ; che Teftamony of one of 
your Teachers only will ſuffice, face he 
ſpeaks for the whole Clergy : I mean the Au- 
thor of the Vindicatios of the coxformed Clergy 
from the anju't Aſperſions of Hereſy : (That Here- 
ſy was no lefs than Pelagimiſm and Socinia- 
niſm.) See how he vindicates your Teachers, 
© The Reaſon, ſays he, why rhey art accuſed 
© of Hercſy, is their Moderarion in Points of 
* Controverſy. They do nor confure their 
* Opponent wich a rude and 1afignitica 
© Noiſe, nor think they ſhall ever convince 


© him by hard Words and ill Names, whicti 


Care the only Ar that ſome Men are 
©able to manage 3 bur they confider and are 
© willing ro make Allowances for the com- 


© mon Infirmiries of humane Underſtandings, 
* and the ſtrong Prejudices of Education : 
© and therefore they rrear all Men gently, and 
tare noe rudely clamorous in their Diſ- 
© courſes, bur hope che beſt, and think as 
© charicably as they can of thoſe that are of 
© a different Perſwaſion, See the Moderation 
of your Church, imirare fo charirable and 
Chriſtian a Judgmenr, and ceaſe to damn, 
like Jews and Heathens, proud and conceit- 
ed Men, thoſe good Men, who work our 
their Salvarion with Fear and Trembling, 
leſt wich what Judgment ye judg, ye may be 
judged. - The fame Author will tell you, 
thar che Term of Hertich is a Name that is 
given now-a-days liberally, and at a good 
rate, and that, * Ir is notmng but the Paffron 
* of the Opponents, that hath made char 
© Name fo very common as it is; foritis 
* grown no more now than an ordinary Term 
© of oach, for every angry Man, that 
«© would fain be dealing with conrroverfaal 
© Diviniry, that ir ſerves for one of the prin- 
*cipal Topicks for the grear Profeffors of ar- 
©rificial Scolding, ©&c. Read bur p, 750, As 
ro that great Conctit and Confidence of their or 
Knowledg, of which you rhink Herericks are 
fo full, thar they reſolve meuer to allow that to be 
the Senſe of the Revelation, byweorer plain and 
evident the Words are, which is not ag272hle to 
thrir Reaſon, bat will put another Senſe upon 
them, though nezir ſo ſarred and violent : AS 10 
this, I will rell you; Firſt, that chey have 
dorrowed that Merhod from rhe very Princt- 
ple of the Reformation, Wien, dear Cou- 
ſm, choſe Words of Chrift are objefed ta 
you, This is my Bat; My Fleh is Meat indeed : 
My Blood 3s Drint-w 4eed : Whoſo exteth my leh, 
and drinbeth my Blood, 8c, When, I fay, 
thoſe Places of rhe Scriprure are cHjxRed ro 
you, who tollow the Spirit of the Reforma- 
tion, Av you nvt reſabord never to allow that to 
br the Senſe of the Revelation, byweory plain and 
evident thrſe Wards are, whith is mt agreeable t1 

Y-' 
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your Senſis and Reaſon ; and will you not. put ano- 
ther Senſe apon them, though neyer ſo ſorced and 
violent, as in effe& you do, when you ſay that 
by the Body of Chriſt is meant the Figure of bis 
dy ; by eating his Fleſb, to beljeve in bim, &c ? 
But I have already rouched that Article in 
ny Senn, 68 = gh oaghs again 
onger upon ir. Secondly, W 
the Solids a more unnatural Safe than 
you do in this Controverſy ? Who hatha 
greater Pride of Underſtanding, and is more 
conceited of his Reaſonings? Herericks fo 
called, make Religion ro conſiſt in the Pro- 
feſſion of a ſimple Faith, which EX» 
prebs in the very Terms of Scripture, hold- 
ing faſt che Form of ſound Words, ſo afraid 
they are to indulge cheir Reaſon roo much, 
to wreſt the e and Intention of 
che Holy Ghoſt. Bur you on the —_ 
who rely alrogether upon humane Expreſli- 
ons, taken our of the Pagan Philoſophy, me- 
taphyſical Arguments and AbſtraRions, or 
remote Conſequences; you, I ſay, muſt 
needs violate the ſacred Reverence due to 
God's Word, pur a forced Senſe upon the 
Words of the Holy Ghoſt, and ſhew at the 


ſame time a proud Confidence, —_— 
the Scriprure ſpeak any thing chat agrees wi 
your i ay cha mts yoo 
Propoſition in that Scripture, but will ſigni- 
fy quite contrary things, according to your Di- 

intions and Conſequences, You diſtin- 
guiſh berwceen the Son of Mar, and the Son 
of God, yet you confound thoſe two Terms, 
when you think fir, and make che Son of Man 
to be the Son of God, and the Son of God 
ro be the Son of Man : If we fay that it was 
the Son of Man that came down from Hea- 
ven : yon reply, that the Son of Man ſignifies 
there the Son of God, If we objeR that the 
Son of God knew not nomr} n , agreb 
you anſwer, that by the Son of in that 
Flace is meant the Son of Man : If one asks 
you, Whart's the Name of the firſt Perſon of 
the Trinity? you anſwer, the Fatber, and 
infiſt carneſtly upon that DiſtinRion of Per- 
fons, to avoid Ferce of this ObjeQion, 
7h, That if Chriſt were the moſt high God, 


he would be the Father of himſelf, But if 
we obje&, that the Father only knows the 
Day of Judgment, and that he only is the 
true God and Creator of all rhings ; then 
the Word Father ſignifies no more what ic 
ſignified before, I mean the firſt Perfon of 
the Trinity, but che whole Trinity, and the 
very Son whom he hath begocren : ſo great 
is your Skill in doing and undoing the Work 
of che Holy Ghoſt, by contradicting Here- 
ticks in Seaſon and our of Seaſon. Let this 
ſuffice as ro what concerns Words. The 
ſame may be faid of che Propoſitions of che 


Scripture, cicher affirmative or negative. By | 


the enchanting Virtue of your Diſtin&ions, 
the Affirmative becomes Negative, and the 
Negative Affirmative, when there is an 

need of ir, and ewo contradiftory Propoſt- 
tions are equil'y true and divine, if atan 

time it can ſerve your turn. Ir may be ſaid, 
that Chriſt hath wrought Miracles, and hath 
wrought no Miracles ; that he knew not the 
Day of Judgment, and knew ir; thathe 
was born, and not born, In a word, one 
may overthrow the whole Goſpel and Creed, 
all thoſe Contradiions are Orthodox, if 
one doth bur keep in his Mind the bleiſed 
Diſtintion of two Natures, which dire&s 
the Intention, and hinders a Man from tcl- 


linga Lie. 
By ſuch Tricks as theſe you pretend to Or- 
xy, and boaſt of a Principle that pro- 
mores Holineſs and Piety ; and, as you ſay, 
hath a great Influence upon all the Parts of 
Religion. Bur, dear n, don't you know 
that che learned Dr. Hammend, who made a 
large pratical Catechiſm, could find no 
Place in his Book for the great Spring of che 
Trinity? Noqueſtion bur he look'd upon it 
as a thing altogether uſeleſs and uncapable 
of moving the Heart of Man, Make no 
doubt of ir, it is adry and empty Opinion, 
a Bone withour Marrow or Meat, which can 
afford a Chriſtian Soul no ſort of good Nou- 
riſhmenrt in order to Piety, I cgnfefs there 
is a Trinity that hath Inffi upon the 
Life of all true Chriſtians, viz, chat in which 
you and I haye been baprized, the _ 
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the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, But I muſt 
confeſs at the ſame time, thar it is very diffe- 
rent from yours, if underſtood ng to 
Scripture, We have the Doftrine of the 
Father revealed by his Son, his I rer 
and Mefſias, and confirmed by the Gifrs and 
Miracles of the Holy Spirit. This Dodtrine 
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of that Revelation we could nei- 
nor hope for 
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of his Will, There is a plain Reaſon for ir, 


Seal of his Miracles to that Revelation. Here 
is a Faith ed upon undeniable Fats, 
which doth not require from us a ſeraphick 
Underſtanding, but ſome Honeſty to receive 
the Teſtimony of thoſe who relate them 
with as much Evidence as is neceſlary to ſa- 
tisfy an honeſt and reaſonable Mind. The 
Want of Faith or Underſtanding in this Re- 
ſpeR, is the Want of Probiry and Upright- 
nefs ; and therefore the Faulr is inexcuſable. 
Bur if inſtead of ſo ſimple and ſenſible a 
Faich, you introduce your Athanaſian Faith of 
chree Erernal, Almighty, and Incomprehen- 
ſible Ones, you make Uabelief of all chings 


the moſt pardonable, nay, and the moſt rea* 
ſonable roo, becauſe ſuch a Faith is above 
the Reach of our Senſes, Reaſon, and Reve- 
larion, So that we muſt read in the Goſpel, 
T thank thee, O Fatber, Lord of Heaven and 
Earth,  becaxſt they bef bis theſe things from 
Babes, and baſt revealed them unto the Wiſe and 
Prudeat. I can aſſure you that not only many 

ils have re- 


eminent Biſhops and 
jeQed the Belief of fach a My » as you 
ian) 


only according to this Rule, ind 1 
which now a ys mike 


the Subx& of our Diſputes, Ireſt, 


Yours, &c. 


FINIS. 
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